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Xiv PBEFACR 

-iEggisclihom that an engineer had been sent up to re- 
port on the possibility of opening a channel, so as to pre- 
vent SLuy future accumulation of water in the Margelin 
See. If this be done, a nseful end will be gained, by the 
abolition, however, of one of the most beautiful objects in 
Switzerland. 

J. Ttndall. 

September, IS1% 



PREFACE TO THE FOUBTE EDITION. xiz 

fchem ; and if he be not acquainted with them, I would rec- 
ommend him to ignore them, and to form his own judg- 
ment of this book. No fair-minded person who reads it 
will dream that I, in writing it, had thought of acting other- 
wise than justly and generously toward my predecessors, 
the last of whom, to the grief of all who knew him, has re- 
cently passed away. 

John TnroAtL, 
Afbil, 1874 . 
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THE FORMS OF WATER 



IN 



CLOUDS AND EIVEES, ICE AND GLACIERS. 



§ 1. Clouds^ RainSy and Rivers. 

1. EvEKT occurrence in Nature is preceded by other 
occurrences which are its causes, and succeeded by 
others which are its effects. The human mind is not 
satisfied with observing and studying any natural oc- 
currence alone, but takes pleasure in connecting every 
natural fact with what has gone before it, and with 
wliat is to come after it. 

2. Thus, when we enter upon the study of rivers and 
glaciers, our interest will be greatly augmented by 
taking into account not only their actual appearances, 
but also their causes and eflPects. 

3. Let us trace a river to its source. Beginning 
wliere it empties itself into the sea. and following it 



/ 



128 THE FORMS OP WATER IN 

Montaiiivert to a height of a thousaod feet or thereabouts 
above the ice. 

332. We BOW look fairly down upon the glacier, and 



!e itless foreahortt-iieil than Ironi tlie Montanvert. We 
■>Mce tho dirt overspreading i(s eastern side, due to 
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